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The Church of St Peter
Parish of Chailey

WEEKDAYS
Monday 8pm Bell Ringing Practice
Friday 6.45pm Choir Practice
New ringers and choir members always welcome.
Transport to services can be arranged: please contact
the churchwardens.  The Church is open during daylight hours.

PRIEST IN CHARGE: The Reverend. John Maskell 01825 722286
The Rectory, Chailey Green, Lewes, East Sussex BN8 4DA

PARISH OFFICE :
Joanna Sanders stpeters@email.com

CHURCHWARDENS: Mr Chris Jones 01444 831244
Mrs Sarah Tillard 01273 890350

PCC SECRETARY: Mr Chris James 01825 722411

MAGAZINE ADVERTISING
Mrs Julie Orssten 01825 723091
mobile 07740 868630
e mail orssten@btinternet.com

FLYER INSERTS Mr Chris Jones 01444 831244

CHAILEY FREE CHURCH, SOUTH CHAILEY
Please see details of services and weekday activites later in magazine
Contacts: Mr Charlie Hill 01444 471600

Mr Roger Nutley 01273 890114

ROMAN CATHOLIC MASS
Herons Ghyll: Wednesday 9.30am Sunday 11.30am Holy Days 12 noon
Haywards Heath: Sunday  8.30am 10.30am 5pm
Uckfield: Saturday  5.30pm Sunday  9.30am
Lewes: Sunday  9am 10.30am

For further information about Roman Catholic services and activities, please
contact Mrs Mary Butterfield, 01825 724003

(cover illustration by Sarah Reynolds, startstudio@aol.com.  Ideas and requests for
future covers can be submitted by readers to this e mail address)
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February Services 2011

Sunday 6th February 5th Sunday of Epiphany
8am Holy Communion (BCP)

                                      10am All age Family Service

Sunday 13th February 6th Sunday of Epiphany
8am Holy Communion (BCP)
10am Parish Communion
with Children’s Church

Sunday 20th February 3rd Sunday before Lent
8am Holy Communion (BCP)
10am Family Communion

Sunday 27th February 2nd Sunday before Lent
8am Holy Communion (BCP)
10am Parish Communion
with Children’s Church

Sunday 6th March Sunday before Lent
8am Holy Communion (BCP)

                                      10am All age Family Service

BCP is the Book of Common Prayer (1662)

all other Eucharistic Services are from Common Worship: Order One

We hope to welcome everyone warmly

and families and children are welcome at all our services
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Dear people of Chailey,
Ned and Perfect had the worst Christmas of their lives
and it all happened by accident.  They were ousted by
the Norwegian Spruce, who just happened to be in the
wrong place at the right time.  We really didn’t give it a
thought until it was all over and then it was too late.

The Norwegian Spruce Christmas tree was collected
from Wilderness Woods and stuffed into the back of our
very small silver car, my wife balanced most of it on her
head.  Once home the beautiful tree, stood tall and perfectly shaped and it was
agreed that it should go into the front window, to cheer the hearts of our sad
granddaughters as they arrived to stay at Christmas to welcome them, but that space
was already taken by two rocking horses.  So we dragged Ned and Perfect into the
hall by the front door where they stood guard over the Nativity Scene (and there was
real straw!)  We thought they would be happy beside the kings and the donkey, but it
wasn’t to be, they couldn’t see a thing, not even the giant star that hangs precariously
above the family nativity scene in our family home.

They couldn’t see how beautiful the tree was, with its giant baubles hanging (only my
wife would find the biggest tree decorations in the world).  They couldn’t see the felt
fairy set at the top of the tree.  They couldn’t see the gingerbread men hanging on
each branch, bought from Pete’s Pantry and hung with love.  They couldn’t see the
ornaments from Germany wrapped and stored every year in tissue paper, they
couldn’t see the candy canes, used previously in the School Christmas service, sticky
and beautiful, they couldn’t see the minature rocking horses, a gift from a wonderful
couple in Chailey, gently rocking on the branches as the door opened.  They couldn’t
see because every time anyone came into the Rectory, they hung their coats over
Ned’s head.  Poor, poor Ned, temporarily blinded by a collar and Perfect blinded by a
pocket and a scarf.  A handbag was even hung on Ned’s ear.  

But the saddest thing was no-one rode them, because to ride them a child has to
gaze out of the window onto the Green and into the New Year with her hopes and
dreams, galloping past the sadness of yet another Christmas knowing that her
parents will never get back together again, a Christmas when she will ask “Grandma,
will you buy my Daddy a Christmas present and help me wrap it?”  Or when the little
cousins were snuggled down in their own brass princess bed at the Rectory,
Grandma overhearing the older one say to the three year old ‘ don’t be sad you will
see your Mummy soon, it will be alright, I do this all of the time, so why don’t you keep
your slippers on and go to sleep, that might help.”

Into the midst of all this came the wonderful gift, the gift of the Christ Child, this child
would understand how it is for broken hearted children, because he lived among us
and knows pain only too well.  God sent him so he could understand all that we go
through and he left His Spirit with us to make sure that we would always have the
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helper we need to support us when we are lonely, scared or hurting. ‘The Word
became flesh and made his dwelling among us. We have seen his glory, the glory of
the One and Only, who came from the Father, full of grace and truth.’ 
John 1:14. 

The Christmas tree has gone and where are Ned and Perfect?  Well they are back
where they belong, in the front window waiting for their little carers and companions to
take them on an exciting ride into the New Year and to bring them comfort.
Sorry Ned and Perfect.  Next Christmas will be different.  We promise.

Every blessing
John at the Rectory

News from Chailey Free Church
  Sunday Services :-

10.30 am 6.15 pm
06th Giles Woodcraft Jane Grist
13th John Eastwood John Goodway includes

communion
20th  Family Duncan Frazer
27th Brian Lanstone includes communion Fiona Fuhrman

All welcome to stay for tea and coffee after services

Tuesdays 10.00 Hoppers
18.45 Boy Discoverers

Wednesdays 9.30 Prayer meeting.
10.00 Coffee Stop

Thursdays 19.30 Bible study and prayer.

Our Sunday groups, for boys and girls from 5-16 yrs meets at 10.30 to 11.45 am.
These morning sessions include a mix of drama, games, songs, puzzles, arts and
crafts as we try to make God’s word relevant to our daily lives.  All welcome! Janice on
01273 890114. Derek Martin will be our speaker at the Men’s Breakfast on the 12th

February at 9.00 am all men welcome.

125 year anniversary events:- Dates for your diaries:- We hope to have a music café in
March and an Easter Labyrinth.

The Coffee Stop
at Chailey Free Church

FREE
Freshly brewed coffee, tea,etc

We will be open every Wednesday from 10.00-12.00
Just drop in for a drink , meet your friends or even make some new ones !

Everyone welcome
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PETITION FOR LOWER SPEED
LIMIT A275

On behalf of many residents I
attended the Transport and
Environment mee ting  on 13 th

December 2010 to support our request for a lower 40 m.p.h. speed limit between North
Chailey and Fletching Lane.  I asked the Director of Transport and Environment to
consider our proposal based on safety for walkers and horse riders.   It is worth taking
the time to thank a local resident for his tremendous hard work in presenting this
petition.  In the latest three year period up to 30th September 2010 there were five injury
crashes recorded along this length of which 3 were very serious and 2 slight.  (I believe
there was another accident over the holiday period).

Conclusion and Reason for Recommendation

Although the previous review of speed limits on the A275 decided to take no action in
this area it is now considered that it may be possible to support the introduction of a 40
m.p.h. between North Chailey and the junction with Fletching Lane, so officers will
examine this proposal again in liaison with Sussex Police and the other statutory
consultees.

PETITION FOR LOWER SPEED LIMIT A272

Also on 13th December 2010, I  represented many residents wishing to see a lower
speed limit between the East/West Sussex boundary at Pellingbridge to the existing 30
m.p.m. limit at North Chailey.  This length of road is currently subject to the national
speed limit of 60 m.p.h.  I had presented a previous petition on 5th September 2005 but
was unsuccessful.  This time, however, I am more optimistic.  In the three year period to
30 September 2010 there were three serious and six slight crashes on the length within
East Sussex.

Conclusion and Reason for Recommendation

Taking account of the character and appearance of the road and its crash record it is felt
that a 50 m.p.h. speed limit may be appropriate along this length of road. This would be
subject to reaching agreement with West Sussex County council, Sussex Police and
the other statutory consultees to achieve a limit covering the full length of the A272 from
North Chailey to Scaynes Hill.

I am aware that some residents do not support lower speed limits and of course I
respect their comments, but generally speaking, a great many families in Chailey
wish to see lower limits on these very busy roads.

Cllr. Sharon Davy
Sharon.davy@lewes.gov.uk
01444 831 336
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Chairman: Councillor Peter Olbrich (Tel. 01825 723438)
Clerk: Mrs Vera Grainger (Tel 01825 740409)
For Reading Room bookings contact the Clerk.

Village Information Point
The Village Information Point sessions will be held on
alternate Wednesday mornings at the Free Church, South
Chailey. In February and March this will be 2nd and 16th.  of the
month between 10.00 am and 12.00. The Village Information
Point provides the opportunity to report matters of concern and
to request information. If we don’t know the answer we will try
to find out for you.

Bus Shelter opposite Mill Lane, South Chailey
Several residents have noticed the damage to the bus shelter roof caused by a
vehicle hitting the roof when making a turn. The damaged tiles have been removed to
make the roof safe and debris cleared away. It has proved difficult to resource
matching roof tiles but these will be replaced as soon as possible. If you spot any
damage being caused to the bus shelter or grass verge please report this immedi-
ately to Sussex Police using the non emergency number 0845 6070 999.

Parish Allotments
Hopefully Spring is not far away and thoughts turn to enjoying our gardens and
countryside.  Growing your own fruit and vegetables is an increasingly popular past
time. Particularly when we are all being urged to eat more healthily and take more
exercise. The Parish Council owns allotment plots at North Chailey. There is a
waiting list for plots but if you wish to be added to the list please contact the Clerk.
Allotment rents for 2011/12 will not be increased. A large plot costs £30.00 per year.  If
you already have an allotment plot and are finding the work too much you might
consider relinquishing the plot or perhaps sharing part of it. This could help some-
one on the waiting list.

Budgets and Council Tax setting for 2011-2012 The Parish Council has set a
Local Precept of £48,000 for the forthcoming financial year, 2011-2012. The
Precept is the Parish Council element of the Council Tax and has been in-
creased from the level of £46,500 last year. The Council has managed to retain
some costs at the same level for two years but it is not possible to continue to
do this for 2011/12. The increase takes account of inflation and changes in the
activities undertaken by the council. The Annual Parish Meeting will be held in
May this year as it is an election year for the Parish Council. This meeting
provides residents with an opportunity to review the activities of the Parish
Council and make comment. The details of the meeting will be provided in the
next issue of Chailey News.

Highways and Byways
Green Lane
Residents, walkers in particular have complained about the state of Green Lane
where it runs between Setford Fields and the rear of the brickworks. Green Lane is a
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classified as a BOAT (a public byway open to all traffic) As such the public have a right
to pass over the track by foot, horseback, bicycle and by any vehicle, motorised or
non-motorised. Although people are entitled to drive vehicles along BOATs their main
purpose is for use by walkers, cyclists and horse riders and the County Council is not
obliged to make up the surface for vehicles.

This matter was raised at our December meeting with ESCC Highways. We were
advised that after an inspection the Rights of Way officers had decided to close the
Lane to all but foot traffic. The closure is only temporary pending repairs to the
surface to make it safe for walkers and similar traffic. However, with the current
funding constraints repairs are unlikely to be undertaken until April at the earliest.

Speed Limits
At the same Highways meeting we were assured that it remains the intention to
introduce a 40mph speed limit along A275 between the brickworks and Markstakes
Lane. The original intention has been frustrated by uncertainty about funding.
Similarly, Highways is following up a petition to introduce a speed limit along the
A272 from the County border at Pellingbridge to the King’s Head, and is investigating
the possibility of a 50 mph limit. West Sussex County Council have indicated that they
are considering a 50 mph limit between Scaynes Hill and Pellingbridge and the two
counties need to concert their plans.

Diary Reminder
 A Planning & Environs Meeting will be held on 1st February and Full Council Meeting
on 15th February, both meetings in the Reading Room, Chailey Green commencing at
7.30 p.m. Members of the public are welcome to attend.
Chailey Parish Council

Well, here we are in February already and
Christmas seems a million miles away. But I
must start with a big thank you for all the cards
and letters we received over the festive period,
especially those from our guests at the Senior
Citizens party, the team really appreciate your
thoughts.
We are building up a full programme of events

for the year, so here is a preview of what’s to come –

Jumble Sale Saturday 19th February
An early jumble this year, so you will have to think of it as a pre-Spring clear out of all
those un-wanted bits & pieces! Donations of jumble are always most welcome and
can be brought to the Village Hall on the evening of Friday the 18th or by 9.00am on
Saturday. If you need your un-treasured possessions collected, please call –
Mandy Dembrey 01273 890777 (North Chailey)
Trevor Smith 01273 891008 (South Chailey)
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Royal British Legion
On Wednesday 2nd March the Guest Speaker at the Newick Branch
of the Royal British Legion will be the Rev John Maskell.  The
meeting will be held in the Community Centre on Newick Green and
will commence at 8 pm.  The talk will include aspects of John’s
career in the Army and subsequently the Chaplains’ Branch of the
Royal Air Force.  It will be an interesting evening and refreshments
will be available.  A warm welcome is extended to everyone.
 
John Smith
01825 723519

Skittles Evening Friday 4th March
The Royal Oak in Barcombe will be the venue for a fun evening of Skittles with friends
with food to boot! Please get in touch if you fancy being part of a team.

St George’s Fun Day Saturday 23rd April
With last year’s event being such a success, and this year the 23rd actually falling on
a Saturday, we just had to organise it again. It is also Easter Saturday so if you fancy
Stalls, Events, Cream Teas, Entertainment with Beer Tent and BBQ then put it in your
diaries now.
We will also be holding our corrupt election for the ‘Grand Portreeve of the order of St.
George of Chailey’ and crowning the winner on the day. Please see the web-site for
details.

May
Chailey Link Walk, Mayday bank holiday Monday. A lovely sponsored walk through our
fabulous countryside, always at it’s best in the spring with the woods full of Bluebells.

June
The summer Duck Race at the Anchor Inn. Well, less of a race – more of a lottery and
a chance to see Bonfire members making fools of themselves and getting very wet!
The Village BBQ; A chance for all the local Clubs and Associations to get together and
be fed by the Bonfire boys and girls.

July, Chailey Pig Roast
Ahh, how about dreaming of a balmy summer’s evening in the glorious surroundings
of Balneath, live music and delicious food in a comfortable marquee with great
friends! I think I’ll leave it there……….

Trevor Smith
01273 891008
contact@chaileybonfire.co.uk
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Chailey Commons Society

It is good that the New Year is well under way and there
are signs of spring with bulbs showing through in my
garden. The fencing project begins on Lane End Com-
mon, just off the A275 East Grinstead road near Sheffield
Park, and this will be followed by Red House Common,
which is around the Windmill area. This will allow safe grazing for the first time over
this common.

There was no meeting in December. Our next one will be in Chailey Village Hall on
Thursday February 17th at 7.30.p.m. with Lyn Palmer paying us another visit to update
us on the High Weald Project, which, although just to the east of Chailey, will be of
interest to us from a local point of view.

We were all sorry to hear of the death of our dear friend, John Smitherman, in late
December, after a short illness, and our thoughts are with his family. He did much to
support the Society and his speciality was birds and birdsong, which helped enor-
mously with our surveys over the years on all our commons.

We shall be surveying Red House Common this year, so if you have an interest in
nature and ecology and you are interested in helping, do please get in touch

Have a look at our website, where there are details of the Society and future events
and pictures from the various seasons and activities.

William Coleman

01444 831923

www.chaileycommons.org.uk

Chailey Common Local Nature Reserve
Management Committee
 
Work has started to fence Chailey Common Local Nature Reserve, allowing grazing
by sheep, cattle and possibly ponies to restore this nationally important heathland
habitat.  The fencing will include gates and a number of cattle grids to allow for public
access.
 
The Commons are classifield as lowland heathland and designated as a Site of
Special Scientific Interest and a Local Nature Reserve.  However, some parts have
been rendered inaccessible by invasive plants such as silver birch, bracken and
gorse.  Extensive grazing over the site will stop this invasion and help to prevent
regrowth of these species.
 
The scheme to fence Chailey Common will receive the majority of its funding from
Natural England through the Countryside Stewardship Scheme and the
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Grantham Close, South Chailey, is a group of almshouses, which provide warden
assisted, sheltered housing to people over 60, with little capital and low income. We
have 35 flats, double and single. At the moment we have a one bedroom flat
available. If you know of any person in need of this type of housing, please contact
us.
Elizabeth Gould 01825 722500
Teresa Wenban 01825 722586

Grantham Close- Flat Available

Environmental Stewardship Scheme.  It comes after many years of consultation and
planning on how to protect this rare habitat.
 
The first phase of the project includes fencing and access points on Lane End and
Red House Commons and will end in March.  The second phase is planned to start
in September 2011 and will see fencing around Memorial, Pound and Romany Ridge
Commons.
 
Special events will be held on the common for dog walkers, horse riders and other
users of the Common to learn about the project and meet the grazing animals.
 
For more information contact East Sussex County Council Countryside Management
& Community Engagement Team on 01723 482670.

John Smith

Wivelsfield Films
Wivelsfield FILMS present The King’s Speech (12A)
Wivelsfield Village Hall, Wivelsfield Green
 
The King’s Speech (12A)

Join us at Wivelsfield FILMS on Sunday, 13 February at the
newly refurbished Wivelsfield Village Hall Doors/bar 7pm; film
7.30pm
Free, easy parking at the hall off Eastern Road, Wivelsfield Green
Cakes, ice creams and drinks served at the licensed bar
before the film and during the interval.

See www.wivelsfield.net for details and also Facebook
Tickets £5.50 on the door and in advance from the Post Office & Village Stores,
and the Cock Inn

Bring a friend – or come along and make a friend!
A cinema experience and a friendly social atmosphere for you to enjoy locally, in
Wivelsfield.

Janet Slater
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Chailey  WI
 
Our Speaker on Tuesday 1st February will be Mrs Andrea
Murphy who will speak on The Art of Healing with Herbs.  She
is very knowledgeable on the subject and is sure to give us a
most interesting talk.
 
We began the new year with Travellers’ Tales and Mulled

Wine and members recalled holidays from the four corners of the globe with
accompanying mementos.   Mulled wine kept out the cold and some delicious
nibbles made it a happy occasion.  Once again we were pleased to welcome some
new members.
 
Our meetings are held in the Village Hall on the first Tuesday of each month and
begin at 7.45 pm.   Visitors and prospective members are always welcome.
 
 
Margaret Smith
01825 723519

Chailey Bonfire Society Jumble Sale
Chailey Village Hall

 Saturday 19th February 11am.
For Jumble Collection Call 01273 891008 or 890777

Newick Twinning Association
The New Year is now well underway and our committee have
been busy organising a full programme of events, old and
new, for 2011. The first of these is now nearly upon us.

Wine and Wisdom Quiz, Saturday 5th February 2011.
Newick Village Hall, 7:30 pm for 8 pm.

As usual, our annual Quiz will consist of 8 rounds organised
into the traditional “Trivial Pursuits” categories, plus a few extra items. Teams will be
up to 8 people on a table, and we encourage you to get together with friends and
family and book a table as soon as possible. This has been a very popular event over
the years, so we are taking advance bookings only, at £8 per person. The ticket price
includes nibbles on each table and a supper during the interval. A licensed bar will
also be available to help you lubricate “ze little grey cells”.

Bookings have been going well at the time of writing, but there may be a few places
left. To enquire about tickets and/or reserve a table, please contact me, Andy Wilson,
on 01825 724223.
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Future Events

Here are details of future events in the first half of 2011. We are also planning events
later in the year, and already looking forward to the 20th Anniversary of the Twinning
Association, which will take place in 2012.

Progressive Dinner, Saturday 12th March 2011 – Please make a note of the date.
Invitations will be sent out to members shortly.

Barn Dance, Saturday 2nd April 2011, Newick Village Hall. This date has now been
confirmed, and we will be entertained by Square the Circle, who played to us during
the Official Visit from Itteville in May last year. The band were excellent, and the caller
made sterling efforts to get both the English and French people to understand the
moves. At least this time they will be catering to an audience who understands what
they are being told to do – although those of us with two left feet will be just as bad as
ever! Nevertheless, it promises to be great fun. Tickets will be £8 per adult (£5 for
children under 18), and will include a light supper. More details next month, but please
save the date now.

Official Visit to Itteville. 27th-30th May 2011 - Invitations have been sent to members
in the January Newsletter. If you would like to join us for a weekend in Itteville, hosted
by a French family, please contact me or any other Committee member for details of
how to become a member of Twinning. You don’t have to speak fluent French! As we
have said many times before, communication is not difficult when people want to talk
and find out more about each other. Franglais and sign-language work very well, as
does the friendly hospitality we always receive!

Andy Wison

Chailey Youth Group
The Future of Services for young people

These are challenging times for young people and those who work with them. Almost
one million young people are not in employment, education or training and the
continuing economic crisis is placing strain on all aspects of family life.

But just as demand for support for young people grows, some of the services set up to
help them are coming under threat.

Cuts in public spending are forcing local authorities and charities to make tough
decisions about the support they provide to young  people. And, sadly, as services for
young people are afforded little protection under existing law, vital  initiatives from youth
counselling  to youth clubs to detached youth projects find themselves at the front of
the line for cuts.
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Many large Charities and organisations are trying to help small community groups
such as Chailey Youth Group to stay afloat. They have launched a youth
Campaign. The campaign aims to highlight  the invaluable role  young people’s
services play in communities and raise awareness of how such services cannot be
lost without consequence. It will show how services such as youth clubs are not
places where young people just go to hang out, but are a vital point of entry for a
range of support from sexual health to careers advice. They are the ultimate
prevention and early intervention services that help to turn around young lives and
save taxpayers money.

Chailey Youth Group has offered many young people who would have been socially
excluded a place to meet, opportunities to take part in activities to develop self
esteem, personal identity, self confidence and learn vital team building skills.

Without the volunteers, CYG would not be helping to combat petty crime in Chailey,
giving young people safe alternatives to drinking and taking drugs and learning about
making  positive contribution  in their community.
 
We are suffering through lack of funding, lack of volunteers and need more young
people to attend to boost numbers and opportunities that we can offer to other young
people in Chailey.
 
Our current committee is-
 
Chair person/ Organiser and volunteer youth worker- GEMMA KYBERT
Treasurer/ Child protection and volunteer youth worker- TRACEY GUNES
Minutes secretary/ volunteer youth worker- MARY FITZSIMONS 
Volunteer youth worker- KEN FURMEDGE

YOUNG PEOPLE’S COMMITTEE

Volunteer youth worker- (on maternity) SARAH PAGE
Volunteer youth worker- TOM DOBSON
Volunteer youth worker- EMMA DOBSON
Volunteer youth worker- SOPHIE PALMER
Volunteer youth worker- JADE CANTLE-KING
Volunteer youth worker- JAMES ARCHER

If you would be interested in coming along to our youth group as a young person or
would be interested in joining our committee as an adult member or young person
please get in touch. We are a friendly and approachable group who would kindly
welcome you. please email gemmakybert@yahoo.co.uk

Please feel free to look at our website- www.chaileyyouthgroup.co.uk

Gemma Kybert, Director, Little Gems, Childcare Agency,  Early years Professional,
BA (hons) PSLD EYPS,Volunteer youth worker
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St Peter’s Fundraising  2011
The New Year’s Party literally got off with a bang – thanks
to the Chailey Bonfire Society! They created appropriate
noises as Norman Baker MP, and local actress Nimmy
March, officially launched a year of fund-raising.

Over 130 local residents enjoyed a hog-roast lunch, and
their generosity contributed to a sum of over £800 being
raised that day – what a fantastic start!

A programme of community-based events is planned for
the coming months and details can be found through a link on the church website.

Please support the Auction if you can. It is taking place on February 5th at the Village
Hall, with viewing of items and ‘promises’ from noon, bidding from 1pm.

We have things on offer from a ride in a sports car to tea on the terrace in the House
of Commons or a week in an apartment in Budapest plus many more items!!!

If anyone wishes to donate items for sale, or make a pledge, please contact Steve
Lack on 01825 721107 or www.stevelack.co.uk

Chailey Parish Hall
 
Thank you so much to all those five who enquired
about the work of Booking Secretary. Lorna Tuttle
has agreed to be the new booking secretary so
she will be the friendly voice on the end of the
same mobile number 07813 319895. Lorna has
worked on similar booking software and will be a
great asset to the Management Committee of the
Hall.  We are so thrilled that Connie Brooks has offered to continue on the Committee
and is happy to show prospective hirers the hall. We cannot thank Connie, and her
husband Sonny, enough for all the work and time they have put into the upkeep
and running of  the hall.
 
We thank Nigel Clough, local fencer/garden maintenance, for making such a good job
of the fence dividing the hall car park.  As I write, Dean Ferguson, local electrician, is
about to change the sensors on the outside car park lights. They are a constant
problem but we do recognise how important they are. We apologise for the
inconvenience when they are out of order.
 
Ann Jones, Chairman, Chailey Parish Hall Management Committee.
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The old year ended with an action packed two weeks. The Nativity
was  a triumph and played to packed houses and after the evening
performance the audience was offered mulled wine and mince
pies. The Christmas Fair was rescheduled to a Monday afternoon.
There were many interesting stalls and some of our staff served
refreshments including tasty turkey rolls.( see picture) and even I
won a prize in the grand draw. The children sat down to a splendid
tea party at tables laden with all the things healthy eating forbids
but it was all provided by their parents. Heather Rowe cooked
Christmas lunch for the whole school which was dished up by staff

who also delivered the plates to the tables. As we queued up to have the plates filled
it put me in mind of waiting for meals with the army at Catterick Camp when, if you
didn’t watch out, you would have gravy poured over your thumb. Afterwards I had lunch
with the staff, a much quieter and less hectic event. The school went to the church for
a Christmas service.

Last week, a group of pupils who are studying the Victorians this term, went to the
booth Museum in Brighton, dressed in clothes of the period, to apply for “below
stairs” jobs. They were put through their paces cleaning, washing, cooking and
setting up tables, to good effect then later they went on to Preston Manor where they
were put to work by a rather severe housekeeper.The poor woman, however, was
stopped in her tracks when she confronted Mrs. Morrow.

The government cuts might be a worry to some but we are confident that whatever
happens we will maintain our high standards.

My New Year resolution is to watch less television, not because it induces idleness
but because much of it annoys me. Poor old Coronation Street is turning into
Eastenders, foul language abounds and the Queen’s English is being murdered. It’s
not skedule, do people need to answer ‘absolutely instead of ‘Yes’and why does
everyone focus instead of concentrating?Why is it that so many highly paid people
after making awful mistakes tell us that lessons will be learnt? As for the student
demonstrations, I wonder if they are really deserving. I watched an interview with a



17

The deadline for the March issue of Chailey News is
Tuesday 8th February. Please remember, to avoid
problems due to the necessity to filter e mails for
spam please:

1. Send items to chaileynews@chec.co.uk
2. Include “Chailey News” in Subject section of the
e mail.
3. If a new subscriber or sending from an e mail
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student spokeswoman at a sit-in in a Brighton college department. The interviewer
asked her if there was an air of resignation among the students now that the govern-
ment had approved higher tuition fees. The girl replied, “ Nobody here is
RESIGNATED”. It may be, though, that I’m just turning into a grumpy old man.

Bill Clarke.  Tel. 01273 400131

NADFAS
Newick Decorative and Fine Art Society
Tuesday February 8th at Plumpton Village Hall 2.15

Porcelain for the Chinese Emperors.   For this lecture we are lucky enough to have
Anne Haworth who not only lectures at the Victoria and Albert Museum, and the
British Museum but is also a Guide for private tours of the State Rooms and the
Queen’s Gallery at Buckingham Palace.    This will be a digital presentation and the
illustrations are superb.  Porcelain was originally only made for the Emperors and
their families from as early as 500AD.   It was
not until much later in the 17th century that it was
begun to be made for the Western market.  
Come and enjoy what should be a very
interesting lecture.        Payment for non
members is £5 on the door with tea and
biscuits afterwards.  If you need any further
information please contact our secretary Carole
Burgon on 01273 890301 or Marjorie Blunden
on 01825 723250.
Annette Shelford


