
NEWS IN THE PEWS 

Welcome  

SUNDAY 5th July 2020   

Fourth Sunday after Trinity 

 

Liturgical Year A               
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Today’s Readings   

8am 

Romans 8: 18-23   Page 1135 of  your pew bible 

Luke 6: 36-42    Page 1034 of  your pew bible 

10.00am  
Romans 7: 15-25a   Page 1134 of  your pew bible 

Matthew 11: 16-19, 25—end Page 976 of  your pew bible  

 

In your prayers this week please remember those who are ill              

especially                 

Stephen & Julie, Julian and Troy, Gemma Peacock, Alesha 

Stepney, Suzi Novis, Pat Stepney, Chris Ruane, John and 

Gaye Miller Maskell. 

 

We pray too for the recently departed, and for all those whose 

anniversaries fall at this time, may they rest in peace and rise 

in glory. 

 

Contact Information                                                                                          

Parish Office Tuesdays and Thursdays 10am –2pm: 01825 722286   

**Emergency Contact During the Interregnum 01825 721431 / 01825 722411. **  

Parish Administrator: Teresa Wenban            

Parish Email: stpeterschurch12@hotmail.co.uk                                                                                                            

Churchwardens: Christine Peskett  chrispeskett@hotmail.co.uk   or  01825 721431  

                           Teresa Wenban   teresa.wenban@btinternet.com    or   01825 722586                     

Organist and Music Director: Andy Rees 01825 723863 

WEBSITE: There is a lot of information on our website, which we keep updated. It can be 

found on www.stpeterschailey.org                                                                                  

Our Safeguarding Recruiter (child protection officer) is MaryJane Corver. She can be          

contacted on 01825 724687 / 07802 524313 / email maryjane.corver@btinternet.com 

Don’t forget you can watch online services from Newick and 

Barcombe by visiting their webpages on Facebook. 

 

www.newick church.org 

www.Barcombe.net/church 

If all goes to plan it is hoped to resume Sunday services on 12th July. There 

will be an 8am and a 10am until and including 2nd August. From 9th August 

to the 30th there will only be a 10am service. On 6th September there will be 

both. From 7th September the church will be closed for building work. We 

are waiting to hear if we can use the Heritage but they may not wish us to go 

there in the current climate. It may be that for those few weeks we will have 

to go to a neighbouring church, but we are very much looking forward to  

beginning again in December. 

However we will endeavour to somehow hold a Harvest and a Remembrance 

Day service somewhere. 

Please continue to fill up your smartie tubes. We will collect them 

back in when church resumes. 

mailto:stpeterschurch12@hotmail.co.uk


 

On Monday of last week, the Church celebrated the Feast of Saint Peter and 

Saint Paul.  Those two amazing men whose ministry, inspired by the Holy Spirit, 

enabled Christ’s Body, the Church, to spread from its tiny centre in Jerusalem to 

being a universal power. Many of the greatest church buildings in the world are 

under their patronage.   In our own country Westminster Abbey is dedicated to St 

Peter, whilst Wren’s great Cathedral in London has St. Paul as its pa-

tron.  Chailey’s lovely church is dedicated of course to St Peter.   We must not 

think that somehow the Abbey is more important in the eyes of God than our  

local church. The difference is not of importance but of function. 

The Abbey is necessary because there is a need for some large churches to        

accommodate large and national services.  But the God  witnessed to in              

Westminster is the same God proclaimed in Chailey. 

  

The faith which Peter and Paul taught is one where status has no part. It was         

Jesus who said to his early followers, ’No longer do I call you servants, for a  

servant does not know what his master is doing; but I have called you friends, for 

all things that I heard from My Father I have made known to you.’ So, there is to 

be equality rather than hierarchical status afforded to those who make up the 

Christian community. The difference between, for example, those  who are           

ordained and the laity is not one of importance but of function.   

  

The Kingdom, whose arrival we pray for in the Lord’s prayer, is not of this 

world as Jesus Himself said to Pilate.   The Church is meant to be different.  Yet, 

once the Church had sold out to the Emperor Constantine many within it sought 

to make it a Kingdom very much of this world.  Political power rather than         

spiritual strength has been sought and indeed acquired. The acquisition of wealth 

has been a successful ambition rather than the Lord’s demand to lift up the poor. 

The Church has often chosen to conspire with the mighty rather than raise up the 

hungry and oppressed. The Magnificat has been set to beautiful music many 

times but that beauty has not exactly been reflected in putting its words into 

practice. 

  

This season of Peter and Paul is also a time when Ordination Services tradition-

ally take place. It was only forty - six years ago this week when the then Bishop 

of Peterborough laid hands on my head and ordained me a priest of the Church 

of God.  For those who were to be ordained at this time sadly the virtue of patience has 

been laid on them and they must wait until the virus allows such services to take place.   

  

All of us who are baptised “are a chosen people, a royal priesthood, a holy  

nation, a people to be his very own’ and our work,’ is to proclaim the               

wonderful deeds of the one who called you out of darkness into his marvellous 

light.’ 

However, within that royal priesthood God calls some to the ordained              

ministry.   If we didn’t have leaders within the Body of Christ we know that 
there would be chaos.   We need different functions within that royal                

priesthood to which we all belong.   But none of those functions is to give 

false importance to anyone whatever their position.   I see ministry within the 

church as being depicted by Jesus as he washes the feet of his disciples and 

shows us he is both Master and servant.    

  

As we are being called back to public worship after such a time away we             

perhaps need to remind ourselves of what we are here for? What is St. Peter’s 

Chailey about? What is our purpose? We are here to be the community whose 

fundamental purpose is to celebrate God in worship and in the service of our 

neighbour. If we are true to Christ’s teaching we cannot express our love for 

God if we are not also a community where the fullness of the diversity of all 

God’s children is freely expressed and celebrated.  Each member becomes a 

sacrament of God’s love.    We are to find the fullness of Christ’s presence as 

much in each of our community as we find it in the consecrated bread and 

wine on the altar. I can’t pretend it is easy.  In fact, it’s often hard to recognise 

Christ in those I find difficult.  In those cases, I have to rely of God’s grace!   

  

As we come back to the altar let us ask that the faithfulness with which we 

have been blessed inspires us to renewal. To experience the church as a place 

of acceptance. God accepting us as we are and we accepting others as they are 

rather than as we would like them to be. A place where we celebrate each 

other as sisters and brothers within the parenthood of God.  A place where  

diversity meets and the gifts of each are valued.  Let us also pray God will 

send us a good and holy parish priest who will help us grow into a community 

vibrant in the faith taught by Peter and Paul.  Neither of those was perfect yet 

God used them to build his church worldwide. Exactly in the same way he 

uses each one of us who are imperfect to build up his kingdom wherever we 

find ourselves. 

 It looks like in saying ‘See you soon” I might actually mean it.   I know these 

coming days are going to be a time of anxiety. 

 Many God bless you and keep you on his loving arms. 

 Fr. Martin 


